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Close to 800 people came to share their grief 
and to celebrate the life of Matthew Bromley 

at the Adlair Aviation hangar on Saturday, Oct. 8. 
Bromley was the 28-year-old Yellowknife pilot 

who lost his life when his Air Tindi Cessna 208B 
crashed 40 km from Lutsel K'e on the afternoon 
of Oct. 4.

The memorial was led by Matt's uncle, Wel-
edeh MLA Bob Bromley.

"Could you all please take your seats, for those 
who have seats," Bromley quipped, referring to 
the larger-than-expected turnout. "The support is 
overwhelming."

Family members, friends, co-workers and lead-
ers in Yellowknife's aviation community were on 
hand.

Peter Arychuk, president and CEO of Air 
Tindi, shared his thoughts on young Yellowknifers 
choosing to become pilots, saying that those who 
don't aspire to become professional athletes or 
firefighters may look 
to the sky. 

"I know a 10-year-
old that can identify 
every Air Tindi air-
craft by their serial 
numbers, and paint 
scheme. Matthew was 
one of these," Arychuk 
said. 

A recurring theme 
throughout the afternoon was that Matt knew what 
his dream was and pursued it constantly.

Some of his friends came from afar. Herb 
Mathisen flew in from Montreal to attend the 
service. Mathisen met Matthew in junior high 
at William McDonald School and they quickly 
became friends.

"At that age you don't always know why you 
choose to be around the people you are around, 
you don't really have time to think about that 
… but I'd laugh more when I was around Matt," 
Mathisen said. "I love you, your family loves you, 
and by the number of people who showed up here 
today, Yellowknife loved you too."

Eight years at Air Tindi
Matthew was a recipient of a GNWT aviation 

bursary and learned to fly at Aurora College's 
Fort Smith flight school. He was certified to pilot 
multi-engine aircraft on skis and floats.

On Aug. 25, 2004, Matthew began to work 
at Air Tindi, working the ramps, loading and 
unloading planes.

Many also expressed their condolences for 
fellow crash victim Timothy Harris, 54, and his 
family. Yellowknifer had not heard back from Har-
ris's family or friends as of press deadline.

Harris has worked for years in the power gen-
eration industry in the North; previously as the 
director of operations for Qulliq Energy Corp in 
Nunavut, and for the past three years as a power 
line manager for the Northwest Territories Power 
Corporation. In a release from the power corp., the 
company expressed its condolences, stating, "(The) 

Power Corporation confirms the loss of our friend 
and colleague Tim Harris as a result of the Oct. 
4, 2011, Air Tindi crash near Lutsel K'e. Harris, a 
power line manager based out of Yellowknife was 
on business travel for the corporation at the time 
of his passing. Tim had been with the corporation 
for three years and was well-known and respected 
throughout the Northern community. 

"Our condolences and support go out to Tim's 
family and the employees of the Northwest Ter-
ritories Power Corporation as we all find the 
strength to face this difficult time."

Two other passengers – Bernice Marlowe and 
Sheldon Catholique, both of Lutsel K'e – survived 
the crash. 

Many at Saturday's memorial expressed a gen-
eral sadness. Bob Bromley offered this thought: 
"We've been to too many memorials lately … 
Matt the cousin, uncle, son, co-worker, pilot and  
friend. Let's remember Matthew and do it with 
joy."

Donations to the NWT SPCA and Yellowknife 
Community Foundation are being accepted on 
behalf of the family in lieu of flowers.

Correction
An error appeared in the Oct. 3 

edition of Yellowknifer ("Burlesque at 
Twist"). Lizzy Close was misidenti-
fied. Yellowknifer apologizes for any 
confusion or embarrassment this error 
may have caused.

Mourners fill hangar for Saturday memorial in pilot's name

Yellowknife remembers 
Matthew Bromley

by James Rubec 
Northern News Services
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Matt Bromley stands in front of an Air Tindi plane. He became a pilot after he 
started working the ramps for the airline in 2004.
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Little Warriors come North
Child sexual abuse prevention sessions to be held

Friday in Yellowknifer
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Drunk driving charges 
during traffic blitz

Three Yellowknife drivers were 
charged with impaired driving 
as police conducted patrols and 
put check-stops in place over the 
Thanksgiving weekend.

RCMP officers also laid other 
charges under the Criminal Code 
such as those relating to outstand-
ing arrest warrants and failing to 
appear in court.

In Yellowknife, the RCMP were 
assisted by bylaw officers while 
conducting the annual traffic blitz, 
known as Operation Impact.

Across the territory, more than 
75 charges were laid under the 
Motor Vehicle Act. 

– Daron Letts

Brief e-mail outage
Users of SSI Micro's e-mail ser-

vice were temporarily interrupted 
Tuesday morning as its server was 
shut down for repair and recovery 
issues.

By press deadline, SSI had not 
yet determined the cause of the 
outage. It affected only Yellow-
knife SSI users, however, it also 
affect businesses in other regions 
that are connected to Yellowknife 
networks.

The outage lasted only 30 min-
utes.

– Nicole Garbutt

Multimedia at the 
library

An ongoing series of free, hands-
on computer literacy courses con-
tinues next week at the Yellowknife 
Public Library.

Participants can learn about 
e-mail basics at the library from 7 
to 8 p.m on Tuesday, Oct. 18.

Space is limited, so patrons are 
asked to register in advance at the 
circulation desk. 

Other upcoming computer skills 
courses include subjects such as 
Facebook safety on Oct. 25 and 
information about accessing online 
health information on Nov. 1.

Tomorrow evening the library 
hosts a screening of the National 
Film Board documentary, Force of 
Nature: The David Suzuki Movie. 
The film runs from 7 until 8:30 p.m. 
in the library meeting room.

– Daron Letts

Fire Prevention Week 
ends Saturday 

Fire Prevention Week wraps up 
Saturday.

Various events took place around 
the city, including a Fire Safety Day 
last Saturday at Canadian Tire. As 
well, a display was set up in Cen-
tre Square Mall Tuesday and one 
will be in place at Yk Centre on 
Thursday.

The week will wrap up with an 
open house at the fire hall Saturday 
from 1 to 4 p.m. There will be fire 
extinguisher demonstrations and 
training.

– Nicole Garbutt

Gold: $1,661.60
Last week: $1,621.20

"Yellowknife 
loved you."


