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Garden of Hope manager Debbi Ross said addifions to the garden will be
finished by the end of August. It was started in 200032 in memory of Loraine
Minish-Cooper,

Plans to grow
memorial garden

Organizer says bloom-expansion project
to be completed by fall

by Alyssa Smith

Morthem Mews Services

Those walking  around
the city hall grounds lately
mury have wondered why no
flowers are blooming in the
Ciarden of Hope.

In fzct, mow mounds of up-
turned carth sit where blooms
were Last year

Debb Boss, manager of
the garden, sad 18 =0t show-
ing its usual codours because
plans are in mation o make
the garden higger.

The Garden of Hope was
started in 2003 in memory
of Lormine Minish-Cooper
It was originally intended o
symbwlize bope for o cure for
breast cancer, which Minish-
Cooper died from in 22

The garden has  since
cipanded to include more
memorials, such as a plagque
in memory of former Inuvik
resident Cpl. Jordan Ander-
son - 8 soldier who was
killed in 2007 while serving
in Afghanisian. Ross said the
plans 1o expand the garden
came from Minish-Cooper's
three daughters,

"They've been actively
involved in the garden for
the last couple of wears,” she
eaid.

The city approved the
expansion of the garden last

VAT
Paving

Plans to pove the civic
plaza aren in front of city
hall also imclode paving the
path through the memorial
garden. Fess said this would
widen the path guide a bt
and would take away from
gardening space.

"Since 2003 we've beon
a garden, and it just scemed
like a good time 10 cxpand,”
she =aid. "l think it will predty
much double in siee”

she compared the gar-
den's current long and skinny
shape 10 a bowling alley, and
said when the renowvatons ong
done 1t will be wider and
mire ahstract.

"We've never becn entirely
happy with that shape,” she
Boss swid fupding for
the 515,000 project is com-

ing completely from private
STNOMLECH,

She added that some
donors have given money For
gpecific paris of the garden;
while others are helping by
donating thear Lme.

Russ said Dowve Hysert is
construction manager for the
project, building the fence
and creating the base for the
mew pathe

"He's dming all the he-man
wark.” she said.

Ruoss snid Eayhan Madj,
the some  architect who
designed civie plaza, donated
time to belp the hoard figure
out what the garden is going
to look like

"We're pretly dependent
on the city's schedule” she
said. "We can't do any plant-
ing until the paving is done”

Residenis will see sig-
mificans changes to the arca
garting this month, but the
fimished prodoct will likely
miet be ready untbl the end of
the summer

Those wishing 10 donale
time or funds 1o the project
can contac Ross,



